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Lake village during the night, but found a number of the
bravest warriors gone on a war party down the Mississippi,
and the remainder of the men of their village drinking
¢ fire-water,” which had been brought by a number of their
fellows, who had just returned from their periodical sum-
mer visit to Sault Ste. Marie and Mackinaw. The alarm
was given, and the drinking stopped, though many of the
older men were already hors du combat through the effects
of the liquor. Such as were able, prepared for defence.

One of the young hunters who had arrived to warn the
village, having dropped a small looking glass, while cross-
ing a short portage, which is sometimes made from the
Mississippi into Sandy Lake, and it being in those days an
article rare and much valued among them, he returned
early in the morning to look for it. Ile went alone in his
light birch canoe, but found the portage covered with
the Dakotas who had been pursuing them. Some were
crossing in their canoes, while the main body were making
their way on foot to attack the Ojibway village by land.
On being discovered, a hot pursuit in canoes was made
after the young hunter by the Dakotas, and being single
in his canoe, they fast gained on him. Making straight
for an island which lies directly in front of the village, the
young man landed, pulled his canoe across the island, and
again embarking, paddled away for life. By this man-
ceuvre he gained a little on his pursuers, who were obliged
to round the point of an island in their heavier canoes.
The Dakotas, however, being full manned, caught up with
and dispatched the fleeing hunter before he reached the
main shore, and in full sight of the Ojibway village.

In the mean time, the party who were approaching to
attack the village by land, discovered a party of Ojibway
women, who were picking huckleberries, whom they sur-
rounded and easily captured. These female captives, most
of whom were young and unmarried, numbered thirty.



